Obscuritas in the Middle Ages

6-8. 10. 2011

Academic Conference Centre at the Institut for Philosophy, Academy of Sciences of Czech Republik, Jilská 1, 1100 Praha 1

Organiser: Faculty of Humanities and Faculty of Arts, Charles University in Prague, 

Centre for Medieval Studies AV ČR - OVERMODE

The conference was focused on the characters and ways of both creating and receiving particular textual obscurities throughout the Middle Ages, on the variety of contexts where obscurity appears and the possibilities of approaching, defining, and interpreting it. Within this wider context, significant space was provided for comparative analysis of Latin and vernacular sources.

Jeff Rider (Wesleyan University), using French sources from the 12th century, presented his idea of “perpetual obscurity” suggesting that they created obscure enigmas that were supposed to raise the interest of the readers but did not have a real solution. Alessandro Zironi (Uni. of Bologna) analyzed obscure passages in Parzival by Wolfram von Eschenbach and the so-called Zabulons Buch, a series of poems part of Wartburgkrieg’s collection, tracing the origins of the obscure notion of Virgil as a necromancer and astrologer. Pavlína Cermanová (Vienna/Prague) focused on a particular obscure text combining prophecy and alchemy in a most curious way. Réka Forrai (Dumbarton Oaks) discussed the ways in which the term obscuritas is used in the context of medieval and humanist translation theory. Farkas Gábor Kiss (Uni. of Budapest) concentrated on the concepts of obscurity in late medieval (both Latin and vernacular) arts of preaching and arts of memory. Lucie Doležalová (Charles Uni., prague) attempted to provide a theoretical model locating the different types of textual obscurity within an adapted version of the communication model. 

In his concluding remarks, Jeff Rider raised a number of issues that provoked a very vivid discussion. The topic of the conference proved to be too wide to allow some specific conclusions. At the same time, however, it was most useful and thought-provoking to discuss and compare the very different approaches to obscurity both in various medieval contexts and in diverse present-day perspectives. 

Programme:
Thursday, October 6

11:00-12:30

chair: Lucie Doležalová
Opening remarks (representatives of the Faculty of Arts, Faculty of Humanities, and CMS)

Päivi Mehtonen (Tampere): The Darkness Within: First-Person Speakers and the Unrepresentable 
14:30-16:00

chair: Pavel Soukup 

Alessandro Zironi (Bologna): Disclosing Secrets: Virgil versus Zabulon in Middle High German Poems

Jeff Rider (Middletown, CT): The Marvellous and the Enigmatic in Medieval Vernacular Romances

Christiane Veyrard-Cosme (Paris): Procédés et enjeux de l’Obscuritas: éléments de poétique textuelle des énigmes latines du Haut Moyen Age
16:30-17:30

chair: Ana Marinković
Cristian-Nicolae Gaşpar (Budapest): Obscure Dreams, Undisclosed Interpreters, and Textual Obscurities in Canaparius’ Vita S. Adalberti

Hiram Kümper (Bielefeld): Obscuritas legum: Traditional Law, Learned Jurisprudence, and Territorial Legislation: the Example of Sachsenspiegel and Ius Municipale Magdeburgense 

Friday, October 7

10:00-11:00 

chair: Alessandro Zironi
Lucie Doležalová (Prague): Nescio quod dicitur: Obscurity in Late Medieval Latin Manuscripts

Csaba Németh (Budapest): Reading Against the Grain: The problem of a “contemplative style” in Richard of Saint Victor’s Benjamin major 

11:30-12:30

chair: Cristian-Nicolae Gaşpar
Tuija Ainonen (Toronto): Unveiling Obscurity. Biblical Authority and the Distinction Collections 

Greti Dinkova-Bruun (Toronto): Why Is the Bible Confusing According to Alexander of Ashby and Aegidius of Paris

14:30-15:30

chair: Jeff Rider
Marie Bláhová (Prague): Obscurity in the Historical Writing in Medieval Bohemia 

Pavlína Cermanová (Vienna/Prague): Prophecy in Medieval Alchemy. Alchemy in Medieval Prophecy
16:00-17:00

chair: Greti Dinkova-Bruun 

Réka Forrai (Dumbarton Oaks): Obscuritas in Medieval and Humanist Translation Theories
Gábor Farkas Kiss (Budapest): Concepts of Obscurity: The Art of Memory and the Art of Preaching
Saturday, October 8

10:00-11:30

chair: Päivi Mehtonen
George-Florin Calian (Budapest): “Clarifications” of Obscurity: Proclus’ Reading of Plato’s Parmenides
Noel Putnik (Budapest): To Be Born (Again) from God: Scriptural Obscurity as a Doctrinal Way Out for Cornelius Agrippa

David Bartoň (Prague): Apologia aenigmatis vel obscuritatis
