Intensive seminar Obscurity in the Middle Ages

10-12. 11.2011

Institute of Greek and Latin Studies, Charles University Prague

Organiser: Institute of Greek and Latin Studies, Charles University Prague - OVERMODE

The seminar, taught by three medievalists,  Réka Forrai (CEU Budapest and Columbia University), Alessandro Zironi (University of Bologna) and Lucie Doležalová (Institute of Greek and Latin StudiesCharles Uni.) evolved around the notion of obscurity in medieval (both Latin and vernacular – i.e. Old High German, Old Norse, and Anglo Saxon) texts. We read and analyzed together the texts (always acompanied by their English translation) and discussed the transformation of theoretical approach to obscurity during the Middle Ages (especially in theories of translation), as well as its practical application by writers. Part of the seminar was be a public lecture by Charles Burnett (Warburg Institute, London). Eighteen students (both Czech students of the Charles University and Erasmus students from abroad) attended the seminar and we receieved an excellent feedback on it.
Syllabus

Thursday, November 10: 


18-19:30 Introduction (Doležalová, Zironi, Forrai)

Friday, November 11: 


9:30-11 Zironi: The Anglo-Saxon Riddles


11:15-12:45 Forrai: Obscurity in translation theories I: Late Antiquity

14:00-15:30 Charles Burnett: The Teaching and Learning of Astronomy and Astrology in the Middle Ages [public lecture]

15:45-17:15 Zironi: Charlemagne and the Schola Palatina (Paul the Deacon and Petrus Pisanus)


17:30-19:00 Forrai: Obscurity in translation theories II: Early Middle Ages

Saturday, November 12: 


9:30-11 Zironi: The Old Norse skaldic poetry


11:15-12:45 Forrai: Obscurity in translation theories I: High Middle Ages


14:00-15:30 Zironi: The obscurity of Wolfram von Eschenbach

15:45-17:15 Forrai: Obscurity in translation theories I: Humanism


17:30-18:30 Conclusion (Doležalová, Zironi, Forrai)

